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Property Name: Barn at 7910 Croom Station Rd. Inventory Number PG: 82B-46 
7910 

Address: *364QjCroom Station Road, Prince George's County - in the vicinity of Upper Marlboro 

Owner: JientreTSon, jvtarvmtl& Eliaabclh- Kathleen and Tracy Shade 

Tax Parcel Number: 3 Tax Map Number: 110 

Project US301 Agency State Highway Administration (SHA) 

Site visit by SHA Staff: X̂ no yes Name: Date: 

Eligibility recommended Eligibility not recommended _X 

Criteria A B C D Considerations: _ A B C D E F G _X_None 

Is property located within a historic district? _X no yes Name of District: 

Is district listed?: _X no yes 

Documentation on the property/district is presented in: Project Review and Compliance Files 

Description of Property and Eligibility Determination (Use continuation sheet if necessary and attach map and photo) 

This transverse-frame barn is one story high, and features vertical board siding, a front gable roof with exposed rafter 
ends, and a vertical ventilator panel on the front gable. The property is level and grassy, and has mature trees and 
shrubs. The building is in deteriorated condition. 

This building reflects the important role of agriculture in the economy of Prince George's County during the early-
20th century. Following the Civil War and the demise of the plantation system, farm size in Prince George's County 
slowly decreased. While the average farm size decreased from 263 acres in 1860 to 159 acres in 1880 and 104 acres 
in 1910, the number of farms in the county increased from 800 in 1860 to about 2,400 by 1900. Tenant farming and 
sharecropping were also practiced, but the availability of credit placed a greater proportion of Maryland's farmland 
under independent ownership than in other former slave states. While tobacco continued to serve as a major cash 
crop, southern Maryland farmers, especially those nearer the urban markets of Washington and Baltimore, began 
diversifying and produced more crops, such as grains and potatoes, for consumption in the cities. The opening of the 
Baltimore and Potomac Railroad in 1872 revitalized the practice of agriculture in southern Maryland. Beginning in 
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1873, the railroad operated a freight train to Baltimore once a week to carry local produce. In the 1880s, land values 
in southern Maryland rose rapidly in response to increased profits from agriculture. The Baltimore and Potomac 
Railroad, therefore, was responsible for agricultural prosperity in southern Maryland during the 19th and 20th 
centuries. 

This c. 1910 structure is not eligible for the National Register. It lacks significance related to events, persons or 
architecture. Criterion D, information potential, was not assessed for this study. 
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